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EXT. DARK BRIDGE - NIGHT

DICK GRAYSON (25), an ex-hero looking for a quiet, normal 
life, wears black leather and a helmet adorned with a red 
bird. Rides a motorcycle at a high speed across a Golden Gate-
like bridge.

Straps hold two traveling bags on the back.

DICK (V.O.)
My name’s Dick Grayson, and I’m not 
your average twenty-something.

Oncoming traffic lights BLIND us to...

INT. CIRCUS TENT BACKSTAGE - DAY - FLASHBACK

Circus lights cut through a curtain and reveal a lively YOUNG 
DICK (10) who stands in the wings with his father JOHN (37), 
Dick’s idyllic father.  

They wear shirts adorned with large RED BIRDS.  A crowd roars 
on the other side of the curtain.

John looks stoic.

YOUNG DICK
Dad?

JOHN
Yes, son?

YOUNG DICK
Everything okay?

JOHN
Yeah.

(inhales)
You smell that?

YOUNG DICK
No... What is it?

JOHN
Cotton candy.  Elephants.  Cheap 
Beer.

Young Dick looks confused. John kneels to Young Dick’s level.

JOHN (CONT’D)
Not everybody gets to do this every 
day.  And not every dad gets to do 
it with his kid.

(MORE)



(beat)
Let’s fly, little robin.

RINGMASTER (O.S.)
And now, 75 feet above the ground, 
without harnesses, without safety 
nets, without fear, the Flying 
Graysons.

Young Dick and John peel open the curtain and enter a CATWALK 
75 feet in the air.

Young Dick and John wave to a roaring crowd as they run to 
the two TRAPEZE BARS.

Young Dick’s mother MARY (35) and brother MITCHELL (15) run 
to the end of a catwalk directly across from them.

DICK (V.O.)
We were a family...

The Flying Graysons all grab a hold of the TRAPEZE bars and 
JUMP from their perches.

DICK (V.O.)
...and professionals.

They perform elaborate jumps and lunges between each other’s 
swinging bars, using each other as leverage.

Tall, dark tux-clad billionaire BRUCE WAYNE stands in the 
roaring crowd, enjoying the show with Wayne’s typical-type 
GIRLFRIEND - young, thin, and pretty.

The family finishes up the act by performing their signature 
move forming a long swinging chain on one rope.

Below them, FOUR TERRORIST GUNMEN run into the ring firing 
automatic weapons into the audience and up toward the 
trapeze.

The four swing back and forth while chaos erupts below.  
Young Dick, at the bottom, makes his jump away from the 
family chain onto another swinging bar that lands him on a 
platform.  He turns to see bullets rip through his family’s 
rope.

DICK (V.O.)
The newspapers called The Flying 
Graysons the best circus act in the 
business.
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JOHN (CONT’D)



 
(beat)

But in that one instant, it was 
gone.

They fall.  A look of horror covers Dick’s face.

Bruce Wayne wears the same look.

END FLASHBACK.

EXT. DARK BRIDGE - NIGHT

Dick looks over his shoulder and motions with his right hand 
as he changes lanes.

DICK (V.O.)
Of course, it wasn’t until I met 
Bruce Wayne that I became the real 
circus freak.

INT. ADOPTION CENTER - DAY - FLASHBACK

Young Dick sits on a bench in silence with a small suitcase. 
A female SOCIAL WORKER (30s) and Bruce Wayne walk up to him.

Dick looks up.  Bruce smiles.

INT. WAYNE MANOR DINING ROOM - DAY - FLASHBACK

Young Dick and Bruce eat lunch together on a table way too 
big for two.

EXT. GOLF COURSE - DAY - FLASHBACK

Young Dick and Bruce play golf together.

DICK (V.O.)
He almost gave me a childhood.

INT. WAYNE MANOR GYM - DAY - FLASHBACK

Young Dick and Bruce spar together.

DICK (V.O.)
Almost.
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INT. BATCAVE - NIGHT - FLASHBACK

Bruce leads a wide-eyed Dick into the Batcave.  They walk by 
a glass case that holds the half-rubber, half-armor BATSUIT. 
Dick’s jaw sits on the floor.

They approach a table.

BRUCE
What did you say your father used 
to call you?

On the table sits the ROBIN SUIT, a dark red and black suit 
of body armor. Complete with leather cape and a sharp golden 
“R” that pops in front of a black circle on the left 
breastplate.

DICK
Robin.

Young Dick looks at the suit and cracks a smile lined with 
rage.

END FLASHBACK.

EXT. DARK BRIDGE - NIGHT - PRESENT DAY

Dick’s motorcycle speeds down the bridge.

DICK (V.O.)
He said Robin was a way to get rid 
of the rage.

FLASHBACK MONTAGE:

Batman and Robin fight side by side.  Fists.  Kicks.  
Oncoming gunfire.  Blood spurts.  Yells.  Screams.

DICK (V.O.)
But Robin only fueled the rage.

Robin’s punches land harder and harder. More about rage and 
less about altruism.

END FLASHBACK.

EXT. DARK BRIDGE - NIGHT

Dick and the traffic around him near the end of the bridge.
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DICK (V.O.)
I’m done with it.

(beat)
I want a normal life.  I’ll have a 
normal life.

Dick and the traffic drive under a sign that reads WELCOME TO 
BLÜDHAVEN.

DICK (V.O.)
And I don’t want to see another bat 
ever again.

CUT TO BLACK.

END OPEN
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ACT ONE

FADE UP:

INT. ONE ROOM APARTMENT - DAY

A bed.  A table.  A small kitchenette and a small bathroom.  
Curtains cover a window on each of the south and east walls.

Keys jingle and the creaky door opens.  GRETA (60), a short, 
grumpy landlord who only cares about getting rent on time, 
leads Dick into the room.

GRETA
It’s not much.

(beat)
It’s a corner room, but it doesn’t 
have that twinkling Gotham City 
view on the horizon that people wa-

DICK
Good.

(beat)
It’s perfect.

CUT TO:

Dick rips open the curtains.  SUNLIGHT floods his face.  A 
breath of FRESH AIR.

He tosses a bag on the bed.  Unzips.

Places a family photo on the night stand.  Hangs some clothes 
in the closet.

Holds up a black shirt with the silhouette of a RED BIRD 
across the chest.  His FATHER’s FLYING GRAYSONS shirt.  
Dick’s smile reads of both fond memories and terrible pain.  
Hangs it up.

Throws another, STILL ZIPPED BAG, to the top of the closet.

EXT. APARTMENT HALLWAY - DAY

Dick exits, locks the door and turns quickly to smash into 
the beautiful CATALINA FLORES (27) a cop as beautiful as she 
is fierce.

Catalina and her folder of paper fall to the ground.

DICK
I’m so sorry.
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Dick offers his hand.  She blows a wild hair out of her face 
and accepts.

Dick bends down to pick up the papers.

CATALINA
Hey, hands off.

Dick spies a police badge on her belt.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
Don’t sweat it.

She collects the papers.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
Catalina Flores, Blüdhaven P.D.

DICK
Dick Grayson, new neighbor.

CATALINA
Nice to meet ya, Dick Grayson, new 
neighbor.

Dick smiles, a little embarrassed.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
New neighbor - new building or new 
town?

DICK
Town.

CATALINA
Well hey, maybe I could show you 
around.

DICK
That’s a little quick.  You trust 
everybody that easily?

CATALINA
I’m a pretty quick judge of 
character.

Catalina looks down at the glock to her side.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
And on the rare occasion that I’m 
wrong, well, you get the picture.
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DICK
Hey, well, I’d love to take a 
bullet, but I’ve gotta job 
interview.

CATALINA
Good for you!

DICK
Listen, though.  I’ll see you 
around.

Dick heads down the hall to a stairwell.

CATALINA
See ya around, Dick Grayson.

Catalina looks at Dick like a charming mystery waiting to be 
solved.

EXT. DICK’S APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY

Dick leaves the building, puts his sunglasses on, and walks 
toward his motorcycle.

SNAKE, buff with a handlebar stache, casually leans on Dick’s 
motorcycle with his back to Dick and talks to two other 
Bikers.

DICK
(casually, politely)

‘xcuse me, man.

SNAKE
What?

DICK
This is my bike.

Snake stands up and turns around to face Dick.

SNAKE
Oh yeah?

(beat)
I like it.

DICK
Hey man, com’ on-

BAM, Snake’s fist lands in Dick’s face.

He stumbles to the ground in a daze.  BLOOD oozes from his 
nose.
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The two Bikers get off their bikes and approach Dick.  
Motorcyclist #1 GRABS him by the collar, LIFTS him up, and 
KNEES him in the gut.

Motorcyclist #2 lifts Dick back up by his hair and lays in 
one more PUNCH.

CUT TO BLACK.

FADE UP:

EXT. ALLEY - DAY

Dick’s eyes flicker open.  He finds himself in a pile of 
trash.  He winces and rubs his head in pain.

Dick stands.  Wipes dried blood from his nose.  Exits the 
alley.

EXT. THE LITTERBOX - DAY

Dick approaches the boxing and mixed martial arts gym, which 
sits in a strip of other businesses in dingy downtown 
Blüdhaven. 

A cat wearing two large, black BOXING GLOVES adorns the sign.

INT. THE LITTERBOX - DAY

Dick walks around the gym with Litterbox owner TED GRANT 
(40), a guy with a heart the size of his muscles.  Men work 
out with punching bags and other equipment around them.

TED
Your resume’s impressive.  Jiu-
jitzu, karate, judo.  But I’m 
afraid there’s not much I can do.

DICK
Mr. Grant, I know, I was late, but-

TED
Kid, listen, it’s not about that.  
I just gave that job away a half 
hour ago.  I already know the guy.  
He was probably going to get it 
anyway.

(gesturing to a bruise on 
Dick’s face)

You lost a match recently?
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DICK
Yeah.  I’ve lost a match or two.

Dick turns to leave.

TED
Grayson!

Dick stops and looks back.

TED (CONT’D)
Sorry I couldn’t help you out.

Dick heads for the door and lands a hard PUNCH on a punching 
bag on his way out.

EXT. DOWNTOWN BLÜDHAVEN - DAY

Dick walks the streets of Blüdhaven with his hands in his 
pockets.  People and cars bustle around him.

He crosses the street and something catches his eye.  HIS 
BIKE sits in an alleyway next to the pub FINGER & KANE’s.

INT. FINGER & KANE’S BAR - DAY

Dick enters and takes a seat at an empty table.  The crowd is 
relatively low.  Snake and his cohorts cut up at the bar with 
some other customers.

SERENA, the waitress, puts down a BROOM by the bar and 
approaches Dick.

SERENA
Can I get you something today, sir?

DICK
Just a water, please.

SERENA
You got it.

Serena heads towards the bar.  Snake turns around in his 
chair and grab’s Serena’s butt.

SERENA (CONT’D)
Get your hands off me.

He wraps his arms around her.
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SERENA (CONT’D)
(calling)

Aguado!

AGUADO (55), the bar’s mostly mild mannered portly manager, 
emerges from the kitchen.

AGUADO
Hands off, Snake.

SNAKE
Screw you, dough boy.

SERENA
Hands off!

Snake’s grip tightens.

DICK
Hey!

Everyone turns to Dick.

DICK (CONT’D)
The lady said hands off, bozo.

Snake sees who it is.  Pushes Serena to the ground and stands 
with a chuckling grin.  His Bikers follow suit.  Serena 
crawls behind the counter.

Snake walks towards Dick and throws a PUNCH.  Dick DODGES, 
SLIDES under Snake’s arm, BENDS it back, and BREAKS Snake’s 
arm before pushing him into a table.

Serena dials 911.

Biker #1 jumps at Dick, who ducks his swing.  Dick recoils 
with a bar stool that BREAKS into PIECES as he slams it over 
Biker #1’s back.

Biker #2 charges. Dick grabs an open BOTTLE on the bar and 
smashes it into Biker #2’s skull.  SHATTERED GLASS and BEER 
rain to the floor.

Snake and his Bikers writhe in pain on the ground.

Dick stands before a silent Aguado and customers.  His nose 
BLEEDS again.

DICK (CONT’D)
Uh. Sorry about the mess.

Aguado stands in silent shock.
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Police sirens approach outside.  Red and blue lights flicker 
through the windows.  Red haired, wisecracking OFFICER 
BERGERSEN (40) and his quieter cohort OFFICER WISE (35) 
enter.

Serena walks around the counter to tell the cops what 
happened.  They cuff the men on the ground and lead them out.

Dick grabs Serena’s broom from the bar and begins to SWEEP 
the mess.

Bergersen and Wise approach Dick.

BERGERSEN
What’s your name asshole?

DICK
Dick Grayson.

Wise locks cuffs around Dick’s wrists.

BERGERSEN
Mr. Grayson, you have the right to 
remain silent.  Anything you say 
can and will be used against you in 
a court of law.

DICK
Wait, I-

AGAUDO
It was self defense officer.

BERGERSEN
That’s for a judge to decide.

Dick looks disgusted as Bergersen and Wise lead him out to a 
squad car.

BERGERSEN (CONT’D)
Ah, get over it.

INT. JAIL CELL - THE NEXT MORNING

Dick sleeps in a dingy jail cell.  BOOT HEELS click against 
the floor and get CLOSER until they stop at Dick’s cell.

Keys unlocok the door and the noisy bars slide open.  Dick 
startles awake to see Catalina Flores, staring down at him.

DICK
Ah crap.
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CATALINA
So my new neighbor’s a psycho, eh?  

DICK
It was self defense.

CATALINA
Next time pick on somebody your own 
size.

Dick smiles.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
Hope you still need a job.

Dick’s smile turns to confusion.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
The manager of the bar called.  Put 
in a good word. Work off the damage 
and you’re free.

DICK
Just like that?

CATALINA
Yeah.  This is your one get-out-of-
jail-free card.

She tosses him the keys to his bike.

DICK
Ooh, and free parking too.

EXT. POLICE STATION - DAY

Catalina leads Dick to his bike, which sits next to other 
vehicles picked up the night before.

DICK
Thanks.

He revs up the bike.

DICK (CONT’D)
I still want you to show me around.

He winks and rides off.

CATALINA
Why do I always meet the crazy 
ones?
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INT. FINGER & KANE’S BAR - DAY

Dick, wearing a name tag, runs drinks and food to tables 
tirelessly as a full bar cheers for the GOTHAM KNIGHTS pro 
football team on the big screens behind him.

Swaps out empty drinks for fresh ones on tables.  Empty 
plates to full ones.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. FINGER & KANE’S BAR - AFTERNOON

The Gotham Knights win.  Dick cleans up the dish heaps left 
behind.

Some families at tables and a few other drinkers at the bar 
remain.  Much quieter.

Dick grabs an order pad from the counter and walks to a booth 
of new customers - three men in suits and a boy.  JACK 
BELLGARDT (40) and his son MIKO (12), who wears street 
clothes and a backwards Gotham Knights cap, sit on the right 
side of the booth.

DICK
What can I get you guys today?

JACK
The usual.

Aguado emerges from the kitchen.

AGUADO
Grayson, would you take care of 
them and then come back here and do 
some restocking for me?

DICK
Sure thing.

JACK
(motioning to Aguado)

He’ll know what we want.

DICK
Got it.

Dick walks away.

MIKO
I’ll take Chicken strips.
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DICK
Oh. Okay. Strips it is.  I’ll have 
that stuff right out to you 
gentlemen.

MIKO
Thanks.

Dick smiles and heads back to the bar.

DICK
Those guys over there want the 
usual.

AGUADO
Okay.  Thanks, kid.

(beat)
The crates are in here.  Follow me.

Dick follows Aguado through the kitchen door behind the bar 
and brings two crates of alcohol back out.  Opens them and 
begins restocking.

He lifts a bottle, examines, and his surroundings seem to get 
quiet.

Too quiet.

He looks around.

He notices Miko watching him, but nothing out of the 
ordinary.

Dick shakes away his paranoia and places the bottle onto the 
rack when...

CRASH.

AUTOMATIC GUNFIRE erupts from outside.  The bars front 
windows SHATTER.

CUT TO BLACK.

END ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE UP:

INT. FINGER & KANE’S BAR - DAY

Customers scream and run in different directions.  Most run 
out the back door. Some into the kitchen.

Dick ducks down behind the bar as gunfire continues to roar.

Jack Bellgardt and his two friends flip over a table, and 
FIRE back with handguns.

JACK
Miko, get down!

A fear-laced Miko lays in the booth to avoid the gunfire.

One of Jack’s friends takes a bullet and falls to the ground. 

Dick looks over the counter.  So many GUNS.

He reaches up towards a stack of plates.  SHATTERS.

Bottles of blue curacao shatter above Dick and drench him in 
blue.

Dick HABITUALLY slams his boot against the floor and a 
BATARANG flips out of the heel.

It surprises him.  He reaches for it cautiously and lifts it 
as the chaos happens around him.  Sees his REFLECTION in the 
silver part of the blade and then FLASHES of Batman.

He PUNCHES the wall in RAGE.

Three GUNMEN enter and fire at tables where they might find 
their targets.

Dick darts over the counter and flings the batarang, which 
jumps from ONE gunmen’s hands to ANOTHER’s.  Their guns fall 
to the floor.  The batarang flies under a TABLE.

The other assailant turns and FIRES in Dick’s direction, but 
he jumps to the RAFTERS above before bullets reach him.

Sirens WAIL outside.

Jack peeks out from his barrier and fires at the assailants.
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ASSAILANT #1
We gotta go, guys.

The assailants grab their guns and run out of the restaurant.  
Sirens CLOSER.  One cop car follows the assailants.  One 
stays. 

Jack Bellgardt and one of his boys turn to run out the back 
door.

Dick hops down from the ceiling and goes for his batarang 
under the table.  It’s GONE.

Cops enter.

COP #1
Freeze!

Dick winces and puts his hands up.

COP #2
Back there!

Jack Bellgardt and friend exit the back door.

MIKO
Dad!

Cop #2 fires at Jack and misses.  Chases him out the back.

Cop #1 approaches Dick.  Aguado and Serena emerge from the 
kitchen.

AGUADO
It’s okay.  He works here.

Cop #1 lowers his weapon.

DICK
(to Serena)

Is it always like this?

COP #1
We’re gonna need to ask you guys a 
couple of questions.

Over their shoulders, Dick sees other cops lead Miko out.

EXT. POLICE STATION - DAY

Cops lead Miko to the station.  When they reach the double 
doors, Miko steps on one of their feet, ELBOWS one in the 
gut, and slips his wrists from their grasp.
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He bolts away from the station and into an alley.

COP #1 
Wait, kid!

The cops run to the alley.

Nobody there.

INT. APARTMENT HALLWAY - AFTERNOON

Dick approaches his apartment door.

INT. DICK’S APARTMENT - AFTERNOON

Dick takes off his shirts and throws them in a sack.  Grabs a 
few other items of clothing, including his dad’s shirt with 
the RED BIRD, and throws them in.

Puts on a remaining white wife beater.

INT. APARTMENT HALLWAY - AFTERNOON

Dick emerges from his apartment, locks the door, and heads 
down the stairwell.

INT. BASEMENT LAUNDRY ROOM - AFTERNOON

Washing machines grumble in the basement of Dick’s apartment 
building.

Dick puts quarters in a machine.  Dumps his bag.  Pours soap.  
Shuts the lid and hits START.

CATALINA (O.S.)
Rough day, huh?

Dick jumps at her voice.

She walks in with an empty bag in a simple, but attractive 
non-cop get up.  Her hair in a ponytail.  A police radio and 
her badge on her belt.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
A bar fight, a shoot out, and a 
night in jail all in your first 24 
hours.  Impressive.

DICK
I know, right?
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CATALINA
Did you cause this much of a mess 
in Gotham?  Or did you come here so 
the Batman wouldn’t find you?

Dick’s eyes widen.  How does she know?

She opens a dryer and retrieves clothes.

DICK
What?

She chuckles jokingly.

CATALINA
I mean, if any of those criminals 
over there had any sense, they’d 
just move.

(beat)
Am I right?

DICK
Oh.  Yeah.  I guess so.

CATALINA
Hey.

DICK
What?

CATALINA
Cheer up.  For what it’s worth, 
everybody’s first day in Blüdhaven 
is something like yours.

DICK
I gotta say, it’s not really what I 
expected.

CATALINA
So why’d you move here?

Silence.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
Parents? Siblings? Cousins?  
Somebody here?

(beat)
Why here?

Her radio buzzes.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
Flores.
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BERGERSEN (O.S.)
Another mess on the highway.  Need 
extra cars there.

CATALINA
Copy.  Over.

(beat)
Duty calls.

DICK
Go to it.

Catalina picks up her bag and walks to the door.

CATALINA
Hey, Grayson?

DICK
Yeah?

CATALINA
Let’s do coffee sometime soon.  And 
I’ll show you around.

DICK
As long as I don’t get shot at.

She flashes him a pretty smile and exits.

He non-chalantly looks through the clear lid of the washing 
machine.  His eyes WIDEN.

He opens the lid mid-cycle and sees everything is BLUE.

DICK (CONT’D)
Ah, crap.

INT. DICK’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Moonlight shines through the windows. Dick lies on his back 
awake in bed.  Stares up at the ceiling.  Pondering.

Thunder claps outside, signaling a forboding storm.

Dick sits up.  Rubs his face in his hands.  Stands.  Puts on 
black pants, his black leather jacket, boots, leather gloves.

Goes to his closet and brings down the unzipped BAG at the 
top.  UNZIPS it, revealing a couple gadgets from his past.  
Retrives a GAS-POWERED GRAPNEL GUN.

Another thunder clap.  Rain pours outside.
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Dick grabs his motorcycle helmet and puts it on.

EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT

Rain pours down on Dick.  He approaches the edge of the 
rooftop and produces a collapsible telescope from his pocket.  
Peers through it to see Finger & Kane’s.

No one.  Dark.  Surrounded by caution tape.

EXT. FINGER & KANE’S - SIDE ALLEYWAY - NIGHT

Moonlit rain pours into the alley.  A shadow, Dick Grayson, 
zips down from the rooftop on cable from his grapnel gun.

He reaches the ground, clicks a button on the gun.  HOOKS on 
the end of the cable on the roof retract and the gun rewinds 
the cable, back to Dick.  He puts it in a loop on his belt 
and peers inside.

Seemingly empty.

INT. FINGER & KANE’S - NIGHT

Broken glass crunches under Dick’s black boots.

He approaches the table where he thought his batarang had 
landed.  Still nowhere in sight.

Approaches the table where Jack and his goons took refuge.  
No evidence.  No batarang.

Dick hears glass CRUNCH behind him.

With lightning speed reflexes he whips around READY TO POUNCE 
to find MIKO as his guest.

MIKO
Looking for this?

Miko holds up Dick’s BATARANG.

DICK
How’d you get in here?

MIKO
Same way you did.  Under the 
caution tape.

(beat)
Are you him?
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Dick relaxes.

DICK
(sighs)

I knew him.  Once.  But no.

MIKO
Then why’re you here?

DICK
I could ask you the same question.

MIKO
I come to this place all the time 
when I don’t wanna go home.  It’s 
just not usually this quiet.

(beat)
Thanks for saving me today.  My dad 
certainly didn’t care enough to 
stay behind.

DICK
That guy was your dad?

MIKO
One and only.

(beat)
Unfortunately.

Dick approaches Miko and speaks to him like the 12 year old 
he is.

DICK
You know where I could talk to him?

MIKO
I don’t know where he is.

Dick stares at him with intimidation.

MIKO (CONT’D)
(angry)

I told you.  I don’t know where he 
is.  He left me here today.

(beat)
Alone.

DICK
Hey, don’t worry about it.  What’s 
your name?

Miko ignores the question.
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MIKO
Roland Daggett.  Know him?

DICK
Yeah.  Daggett Pharmaceuticals.

MIKO
My dad works for him.  They’ve been 
bringing in illegal stuff.  I’m not 
sure what it is.

DICK
Did you tell the police?

Miko laughs.

MIKO
The cops are in on it.

(beat)
Daggett’s got people everywhere.

DICK
Why are you telling me this?

Silence from Miko.

DICK (CONT’D)
Huh?  Why are you telling me?

MIKO
I want my dad back.  I want things 
to be the way they used to be.

Dick raises a piece of broken glass.  Sees BATMAN’s 
reflection in one side and his FATHER’s in another.

DICK
I can relate.

MIKO
How?

DICK
My childhood was taken from me too.

MIKO
But you moved on.

DICK
I’m trying to.

(beat)
How old are you?
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MIKO
12.

DICK
Daggett.  Do you know any of the 
cops he’s connected with?

MIKO
Tons.  But his connection to the 
force is a guy named Kyle, I think.  
Burgermeister or something like 
that.

DICK
Bergersen?

MIKO
That’s it.

DICK
Small world.

Dick gets up and heads for the back door he came in.

DICK (CONT’D)
Thanks for your help.

MIKO
Miko.

Dick turns.

MIKO (CONT’D)
My name’s Miko.

DICK
You better not be lying to me Miko.

MIKO
(sincerely)

I’m not.

Miko holds up the batarang.

DICK
Keep it.  I shouldn’t have had it 
in the first place.

Dick kneels under the caution tape into the rainy alley.  
Points his grapnel gun to the sky, a cable flies out, and 
Dick zips to the rooftops above.

MIKO
Thanks.
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EXT. DAGGETT MANSION - NIGHT

A large gated house on a rainy hill.  An ornate sign out 
front reads DAGGETT.

INT. DAGGETT MANSION - NIGHT

ROLAND DAGGETT, a shrewd businessman who always has something 
to hide, smokes a cigar in a living room and stares out the 
window into the rainy night.  He talks on the phone.

DAGGETT
They were street hoods.  Nothing 
more.  Word’s on the street that 
we’re moving stuff.  We stay away 
from that bar, word’ll die down.

(beat)
Okay.  See you tomorrow.

Daggett hangs up the phone and puts out his cigar.  He turns 
around to one of the assailants from the bar who sits tied in 
a chair.

DAGGETT (CONT’D)
Word will die down, won’t it?

He raises a silver PISTOL and fires.  The Assailant in the 
chair fall’s backwards.

DAGGETT (CONT’D)
Street trash.

INT. DAGGETT PHARMECEUTICALS - NIGHT

Roland Daggett’s office sits empty.  A desk.  File cabinets.  
Ornate chairs and furniture.  A SHADOWY FIGURE, Dick, drops 
onto the office balcony outside and approaches the glass 
doors.

Dick picks the lock and in seconds stands at Daggett’s desk.

DICK
What are you up to, Daggett?

Goes through desk with a flashlight in his mouth.

Flips through FILE CABINETS.  Nothing.

DICK (CONT’D)
I swear kid, if you lied to me.

Goes to office phone and checks caller ID.  Blocked callers.
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TONS of them.

Dick rips a cord from Daggett’s computer and hooks it into 
the phone.

In seconds captures caller lists.

Dick returns everything, folds the papers and puts them in 
his pocket. Heads back out to the balcony.

DIVES over the side of the roof into the hazy night.

EXT. ROOFTOPS - NIGHT

Dick runs along rooftops until he comes to a familiar 
apartment building.  HIS.

He pulls out his collapsible telescope once again and points 
it to Catalina’s apartment.  No gun.  No badge.  No cell 
phone.  No lights.

No one home.

INT. CATALINA’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Dick takes a tablet from Catalina’s bedside and goes to 
contacts.  Cross checks numbers with the list from Daggett’s 
phone.

Sure enough.  BERGERSEN, KYLE.  WISE, FRANK.  Pictures of the 
cops accompany their numbers.

INT. FINGER & KANE’S - DAY - FLASHBACK

Officers Bergersen and Wise arrest Dick.

END FLASHBACK.

INT. CATALINA’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Dick stares at the tablet.  A sense of accomplishment comes 
over him, but then his eyes widen.

He goes to Catalina’s trash where he finds old mail.  Flips 
through it and finds what he was looking for:  A CELL PHONE 
BILL.

He opens it hastily and finds her number.  Cross checks it 
with Daggett’s list.
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Not there.

A sigh of relief.

KEYS JINGLE.  SHE’S HOME.

Dick quickly puts the trash back in the bin when Catalina 
WALKS IN.

She WHIPS her GUN up from the holster.

CATALINA
Hey!  Freeze!

Dick pounces from the floor to the window.  She fires twice.

Dick’s agility lands him on the edge of the fire escape, but 
its WET.

He SLIPS and FALLS.

CUT TO BLACK.

END ACT TWO.
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ACT THREE

FADE UP:

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - NIGHT

Dick FALLS from Catalina’s fire escape.  Catalina runs to the 
window to watch him fall.

Dick grabs his grapnel gun and FIRES it.  A HOOK wraps itself 
around a fire escape above.

The cable unwinds and Dick LOCKS the cable to STOP his fall. 
He swings like a pendulum through the window of an apartment 
some stories below Catalina.

INT. APARTMENT HALLWAY - NIGHT

Catalina bursts through her doorway, gun in hand, and runs to 
the nearby stairwell.

INT. OLD LADY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Dick gets up from a pile of glass and pulls a small piece 
from his side.

DICK
(painfully)

Ow.

He moves through a bedroom and into a living room. An OLD 
LADY stares at him from a couch in shock.

DICK (CONT’D)
Evening.

He moves through the living room and exits into a hallway.

INT. APARTMENT BUILDING - STAIRWELL - NIGHT

Catalina runs down the winding stairwell.  Hears a door OPEN 
a few stories below.  She stops and looks over.  Her black-
clad intruder runs down the stairs below her.

She pursues.

CATALINA
Stop!

They run down the staircase in unison.
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Dick reaches an EXIT DOOR and runs out.

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - ALLEY

Dick stumbles out holding his side.  He slumps into a brick 
wall.

INT. APARTMENT BUILDING - STAIRWELL

Catalina slides down the railing and kicks open the door.

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - ALLEY - NIGHT

Catalina emerges in the alley in a sweat.  She sees a 
shadowed Dick leaning against the wall.

CATALINA
Don’t move!

Dick raises his grapnel gun and fires upwards toward the 
parallel building.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
Stop!

A weak Dick attaches the gun to his belt. It pulls him upward 
into the night.

Catalina can’t believe her eyes.

INT. CATALINA’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Catalina walks in blowing hair out of her face.  She sets her 
Glock down and grabs the DAGGETT PHONE RECORDS Dick left 
behind.

She looks through them and her eyebrows furrow.

Compares numbers with her tablet.  More furrow.

INT. GAS STATION - NIGHT

Dick walks down an aisle and takes a roll of GAUZE.  Bottle 
of NEOSPORIN.  TWEEZERS.  RUBBING ALCOHOL.

Swings open the door of a dingy bathroom.

Picks out a small piece of glass with tweezers.  Pours 
Neosporin.  WINCES at the sting.
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Pulls gauze around his torso.

Leans against the wall and SIGHS.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. POLICE STATION - DAY

Catalina strolls by bustling cops, ringing phones, and 
printing papers.

She holds the DAGGETT PHONE RECORDS.  She enters an office 
marked DELMORE REDHORN: CHIEF OF POLICE. 

Bergersen looks up from his desk and approaches Delmore’s 
office window.

INT. POLICE STATION - DELMORE’S OFFICE - DAY

CHIEF REDHORN (40), a large, stern ex-military man, sits 
behind a large desk. Catalina throws the papers down in front 
of him.

CATALINA
You need to look at these.

Redhorn takes the papers.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
Those are Blüdhaven P.D. officers 
on that list.

CHIEF REDHORN
What is this?

CATALINA
Roland Daggett’s phone records.

CHIEF REDHORN
Where’d you get this?

INT. POLICE STATION - DAY

Bergersen takes his ear away from Redhorn’s window and heads 
back to his desk.  Takes out his phone and suspiciously 
dials.
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INT. DAGGETT PHARMECEUTICALS - DAGGETT’S OFFICE - DAY

Daggett sits behind his desk working.  A golden sign with his 
name sits on the edge of the desk.

Daggett’s phone rings.

DAGGETT
Daggett.

INTERCUT:

BERGERSEN
It’s KB.  I think we have a 
problem.

INT. POLICE STATION - DELMORE’S OFFICE - DAY

Chief Redhorn and Catalina argue.

CHIEF REDHORN
Who broke into your apartment?

CATALINA
I don’t know.

(beat)
He... he jumped out the window.

CHIEF REDHORN
Flores, listen.  I’ll look into 
this.  Why don’t you take the day 
off?

CATALINA
But Chief-

CHIEF REDHORN
You’ve been working hard.  Go get 
some rest.

(beat)
Go.

A disgusted Catalina walks out in a huff.

INT. POLICE STATION - DAY

Bergersen hangs up his phone as Catalina exits Redhorn’s 
office.

Catalina approaches the front door but remembers something.  
She stops and turns a different direction.
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Bergersen watches.

INT. POLICE STATION - FORENSICS LAB - DAY

Catalina enters the lab to a FEMALE ANALYST.

Catalina pulls a small baggie from her pocket - a BLOOD 
SAMPLE.

CATALINA
I need you to test this for me.

(beat)
Only for me.

The ANALYST looks confused, but NODS.

EXT. POLICE STATION - DAY

Catalina exits the police station with a stride.

She walks through a parking lot before a BLACK VAN skids to a 
stop in front of her.

The doors FLY OPEN.  Two GOONS emerge.  One grabs Catalina 
and the other grabs her gun.

In an instant, she’s in the van and it screeches away.

EXT. ROOFTOP - DAY

Dick leans against a wall on a rooftop in a SLUMMY part of 
town half asleep.  A pair of BINOCULARS sit next to him, and 
an EARPIECE sits in his ear.

He hears a grainy NOISE in his earpiece.  He shuffles awake 
and points his BINOCULARS at an apartment below.

He turns a pair of dials on the side of the binoculars that 
read FREQUENCY WAVE and AMP until his grainy signal becomes 
more clear.

Through his binoculars, Dick sees and hears Miko and his 
father Jack argue in an apartment below.  A FAT GOON sits 
near them.

MIKO
Are you kidding me Dad?  I’m sick 
of this.

JACK
Son, you don’t know wh-
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MIKO
I don’t know what?  That you’re a 
crook?  Stop kidding yourself.

JACK
Son, I-

MIKO
Why can’t you just leave me out of 
it?

(beat)
You put your life on the line every 
day for Daggett and a bunch of 
illegal goods.  And now you’re 
kidnapping cops?

FAT GOON
Hey, you don’t talk about that.

MIKO
Shut up, tub of lard.

FAT GOON
You little-

Fat Goon gets up to grab Miko.  Dick lowers his binoculars to 
prepare to save the day.

JACK
Hey!  Hands off my boy.  Walk it 
off.

Fat Goon grunts and walks out the door.

JACK (CONT’D)
Daggett’s my boss.  He puts food on 
the table.

MIKO
No Dad, you always have a choice.
You’re not going tonight.

Jack has no words.

MIKO (CONT’D)
I’m outta here.

JACK
Miko, you walk out that door and 
I’ll-

MIKO
Kidnap me?  Screw you.
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Miko walks out and slams the door behind him.

EXT. SLUMS BUILDING - DAY

A frustrated Miko exits the building.

Dick emerges from a dark alleyway.

DICK
Miko.

Miko turns.

DICK (CONT’D)
Let’s talk.

EXT. ROOFTOP - DAY

Miko and Dick stand together on the rooftop.

MIKO
How’d you find me?

DICK
The batarang I gave you.

(beat)
I put a tracer on it.

MIKO
You’ve done this before haven’t 
you?

DICK
More or less.

(beat)
I heard you talking to your father.  
What’s going down tonight?

MIKO
A trade.  Drugs I guess.  Blüdhaven 
harbor.

DICK
And?  Is that it?

MIKO
They have a cop.  A girl.

Dick’s eyes widen.
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DICK
Catalina?

MIKO
I don’t know.

DICK
Do you know where they’re holding 
her?

MIKO
I try not to know.

Dick walks over to the edge of the building.  Pulls out his 
phone and dials a number that instantly goes to VOICEMAIL.

VOICEMAIL
This is Flores. I’m not here.  
Leave a message!

He hangs up and KICKS a wall.

MIKO
What?

DICK
I came here to make a new life.

(beat)
And it’s happening again.

(beat)
I’m sorry.

MIKO
For what?

DICK
I don’t want to dump my problems on 
you.

MIKO
We have something in common.  We’re 
both ashamed of our pasts.  But 
it’s what we do now that matters.

Dick looks at Miko for his startlingly accurate statement.

MIKO (CONT’D)
You can’t run from your past.

(beat)
You take it, and you use it.  You 
use it to recreate.  Redefine 
yourself.

(beat)
You’re here to do something?  
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You need to make something right?  
Then do it.  But don’t forget 
yesterday.  Use yesterday to make a 
better tomorrow.

The look in Dick’s eyes shifts from angry and confused to 
hopeful and determined.

Miko pulls a slip of paper out of his pocket and hands it to 
Dick.  It’s a LICENSE PLATE NUMBER.

MIKO (CONT’D)
Here.  It’s the truck they’re using 
tonight.

DICK
Why do you have it?

MIKO
Was hoping it’d screw something up 
and keep him home.  Doubt it 
though.

(beat)
Go there tonight.  But promise me 
something.

(beat)
Don’t let anyone hurt my dad.  
Please.

DICK
I won’t.

MIKO 
Hey, you said you knew Batman once, 
right?

DICK
Yeah?

MIKO
My dad and his guys have seen your 
face.  At the bar you were helping 
‘em but if you’re gonna go screw 
this over... you might want to wear 
a mask.

DICK
Thanks.  You’re a pretty smart kid.

Dick walks toward the edge of the building.

MIKO
Where are you going?
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DICK
To make a better tomorrow.

Dick jumps from the building onto a nearby fire escape and 
runs down the stairs.

Miko watches him with eyes that glisten with wisdom beyond 
his years.

INT. DARK WAREHOUSE - DAY

Catalina sits GAGGED and TIED to a chair with her back to a 
door. A little bruised up.  Dagget opens the door in the back 
and lets in a shadowed Officer Wise.  Daggett hands him a 
baseball bat.

DAGGETT
(whispering)

Enjoy.

Daggett leaves.  Wise walks around the chair and into the 
light.  He speaks for the very first time.  A creepy, TIMID 
voice.

WISE
Hi Flores.

Catalina looks at him in her state of confusion.

WISE (CONT’D)
How are we this evening?

(beat)
Good.  Now, I’m sure you’ve guessed 
it.  You were getting close.  
Bergersen heard you talking to the 
chief.  That’s a problem.

(beat)
I know you don’t hear me talk much.  
You, on the other hand, talk a lot. 
But you know what they say - a 
still tongue makes a wise head.

He produces a pair of scissors from his pocket and ungags 
her.

CATALINA
(angry)

I swear, I-

Bergersen walks in smoking a cigar.  He puts his hands on the 
top and bottom of her mouth and holds it open.

Wise opens the scissor blades and sticks them in her mouth.
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Her confident look of anger finally turns to FEAR.

Wise relishes the moment.

Just as Wise moves the blades over her tongue, he pulls the 
scissors out.

WISE
Fortunately for you, we need you in 
one piece.

Wise lifts his baseball bat and SWINGS.

INT. DICK’S APARTMENT - DAY

Dick runs in with confidence.  Opens the bag of goodies in 
his closet.

MONTAGE:

Wise lands a hard hit on Catalina with the bat.

Dick retrieves small gas canisters for his grapnel gun.  A 
couple THROWING STARS.  SMOKE PELLETS.  KEVLAR vest.

Dick’s weapons go in POCKETS.  On his BELT.  In his BOOTS.

Catalina falls to the ground.  Still tied to the chair.

Dick takes his blood-soaked shirt off and throws it in the 
trash.  Looks over at his heap of BLUE STAINED laundry.

He sifts through it until he pulls out his Dad’s FLYING 
GRAYSONS SHIRT, the red bird now ROYAL BLUE.

He holds up the ruined shirt and admires it for it’s new 
charm.

Wise throws the baseball bat down to the floor.  Bergersen 
bends down and pushes his cigar into her cheek.

Dick pulls the shirt on.

Paints SPIRIT GUM on his face and lifts a strapless DOMINO 
MASK to his eyes.

The sun sets outside his window.

Catalina screams in the distance.

FADE TO BLACK.

END ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE UP:

EXT. DAGGETT PHARMECEUTICALS - TRUCK YARD - NIGHT

Street lights illuminate a large, GATED parking lot filled 
with SEMI TRUCKS.  Silence.

Mounds of industrial dirt and steel girders sit on the 
outside of Daggett Pharmeceuticals.

The sound of a motorcycle RIPS through the silence.  A 
helmeted Dick wears his dad’s blue-stained shirt under a 
leather jacket.

He takes the motorcycle up a mound of dirt and he soars over 
the fence into the truck yard.

CUT TO:

Dick rides slowly through the yard cross referencing the 
LICENSE NUMBER Miko gave him to the numbers on the trucks.

Finally, he finds a MATCH.

He goes to the front seat.  No one there yet.  Goes to the 
back end and OPENS.  

Dick hops in.  He closes the back door with himself inside 
but glances back at his motorcycle and gets an IDEA.

INT. DAGGETT’S CAR - NIGHT

Roland Daggett sits in the back seat and Jack Bellgardt sits 
in the front of an upscale sedan.  A GOON drives and another 
GOON sits with Daggett in the back.

DAGGETT
Tonight’s trade is the biggest one 
we’ve ever done.

(beat)
We can’t screw this up.  We get to 
the dock.  We load the truck.  We 
get out.

JACK
Question.

DAGGETT
Hm?
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JACK
Where’s everyone else?  Shouldn’t 
we have as many guys as possible 
out here on the frontline?

DAGGETT
You want another fiasco like at the 
bar?

(beat)
The less people know, the better.  
It’s us four and Bergersen and Wise 
will keep the radios clear while we 
load the truck.

THUDS and KICKS make noises from the trunk.

DAGGETT (CONT’D)
Shut up!

EXT. BLÜDHAVEN DOCKS - FREIGHTOR SHIP - NIGHT

DORRANCE (29), a ripped SOUTH AMERICAN drug dealer who gets 
down to business, stands on the edge of a FREIGHTER SHIP.

He sees Dagget’s car, another OLDER SEDAN, and a semi truck 
approaching the docks.

HECTOR the HENCHMAN (20s) walks up to Dorrance.

HECTOR
That them?

DORRANCE
Better be.

The two cars and semi pull up to the ship.

Daggett emerges from his car and approaches Dorrance.

DAGGETT
Everything on track?

DORRANCE
What do you think?

Dorrance motions back to some craters.

DORRANCE (CONT’D)
I’m just waiting for you.

Daggett lifts his hand and motions for someone in the car to 
get out.  The driver obeys and brings Daggett a cell phone.
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Daggett calls a number.  Inputs some information.  Hangs up.

DAGGETT
5 million transferred to your bank 
account.

Hector looks at a laptop.

HECTOR
He’s telling the truth, Dorrance.

DORRANCE
I’m still waiting on the cherry on 
top.

Jack and the remaining Goon in Daggett’s car GET OUT.  
Bergersen gets out of the older sedan, leaving Wise to 
monitor the police radio.

They open Daggett’s trunk and pull out a tied up, BLOODIED, 
and GAGGED Catalina.

They carry the weak Catalina to the ship and lift her over.

DAGGETT
She’s a little messy, but give her 
a day or two and she’ll be as good 
as new.

Dorrance wipes some blood from her face and hands her over to 
Hector, who drags her to the back of the boat.

DORRANCE
No family?  No connections?

DAGGETT
None.

Dorrance opens the gates to the ship and Jack and Daggett’s 
goons begin moving crates off.

Hector drags Catalina aside and leans her against a wall.

She looks up at him pleadingly and makes some UNINTELLIGIBLE 
sounds.

HECTOR
I’m not untying you.

Catalina shakes her face.  She wants to be ungagged.

Hector refuses at first, but Catalina’s pleading beauty wins 
him over.  He takes the rag from her mouth.
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Catalina stretches her jaw and BREATHES.

CATALINA
(breathly)

As soon as I’m free.
(beat)

I’m gonna arrest your ass so fast.

Hector’s eyes widen.

HECTOR
You a cop?

Catalina forces a devious SMILE through the pain.

HECTOR (CONT’D)
Dorrance!

DORRANCE
What?

HECTOR
She’s a cop.

Dorrance lifts a GUN to Daggett.  Bergersen, Jack, and Goons, 
who stand behind the unloaded crates, lift their GUNS.

DAGGETT
Wait!

DORRANCE
You brought me a cop?

DAGGETT
You said you wanted a girl.  Who 
cares if she’s a cop?

DORRANCE
It’s an unspoken rule.

(beat)
You broke the rules.

Hector returns to the front of the boat with a small group of 
MEXICANS with GUNS.

DAGGETT
Looks like we both did.

Both groups point guns at each other in a STAND OFF.

DAGGETT (CONT’D)
You’re forgetting one thing 
Dorrance.
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DORRANCE
Oh yeah?

DAGGETT
Yeah.  I brought two other cops 
with me.

Dorrance moves his gun and points it at Bergersen. FIRES.

A bullett rips through Bergersen’s shoulder and he falls to 
the ground.

The back of Daggett’s semi EXPLODES. Dick and his bike fly 
through the flames.

Daggett ducks and runs to his car in the commotion. 
DORRANCE’S MEN and DAGGETT’S MEN fire at each other and at 
DICK.

Wise fumbles with the radio to DISPATCH.

WISE
10-34s, Blüdhaven Docks.  This is 
Officer Wise.  Repeat, 10-34s-

Bullets CRASH through the front of the car and send Wise to 
his grave.

DISPATCH (O.S.)
Officer Wise?  Hello?

Dick rides through the gunfire.  He whips an arm toward the 
boat and three THROWING STARS fly from his finger tips.

The stars hit the hands of Hector and the Mexicans With Guns.  
Their guns leap from their hands into the water below.

One throwing star lands near Catalina.  She inches toward it, 
grabs it, and uses it to cut her ropes.

Daggett ducks into the dark back seat.  

Jack and Daggett’s Goons fire at the Mexicans from behind the 
cover of drug crates and Daggett’s car.  The Mexicans don’t 
have a chance and fall to the ground.

Dick rides by Bergersen, who writhes on the ground while 
still haphazardly firing at Dorrance and Hector.  He grabs 
CUFFS from Bergersen’s belt.

Dick JUMPS from his motorcycle towards Jack Bellgardt and 
locks the cuffs around his wrists.
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Dick’s motorcycle creates SPARKS as it skids along the 
concrete.  The sparks jump to the drug crate and the crate 
EXPLODES.

DICK
Exploding drugs?

Dick throws Jack in Daggett’s trunk.

Dorrance jumps from the boat and fires toward Dick.  He ducks 
behind the trunk.

Hector fires at Daggett’s Goons from the edge of the boat.  
They fall to the ground dead.

Hector runs to the back of the boat and fires it up.

INT. DAGGETT’S CAR - NIGHT

Daggett crawls to the front seat.  Turns the keys, turns the 
wheel, and slams the gas.  

EXT. BLÜDHAVEN DOCKS - FREIGHTER SHIP - NIGHT

The car spins sideways and heads back toward the city, 
leaving Dick without his cover.

Dorrance walks toward Dick and THROWS HIS GUN to the ground 
in a “let’s do this like men” manner.

He lifts Dick by the jacket.  Dick fights back but Dorrance 
is too strong.  Almost INHUMANELY strong.

Catalina watches in fear as she continues CUTTING.

Dorrance puts a hand on the back of Dick’s head and slams it 
into the ground.  The front glass of his helment SHATTERS.

Dorrance takes the helmet from Dick’s head and throws it into 
the water.

Dorrance throws Dick backwards.  Dick stumbles to stay on his 
feet.  Dorrance throws a KICK that lands right in Dick’s 
injured side.

Dick falls to the ground and SCREAMS in pain.

DORRANCE
Ah.  Sore spot.

Dorrance picks his gun back up from the ground and points it 
at Dick.
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Dead bodies lie all around them.  Police sirens wail in the 
distance.

HECTOR
Dorrance! Let’s go man!

Dorrance pulls back the hammer.

Catalina still CUTS her ropes.  She won’t be free in time.

DORRANCE
Sayonara.

Dick closes his eyes.

Just as Dorrance’s finger tightens around the trigger, a 
BATARANG flies and SLICES his hand open.  He drops the gun.

Dick and Dorrance both look over.

MIKO.

HECTOR
Dorrance, com’ on!

Dorrance looks at Miko, looks back to the boat, and heads for 
the boat.

Miko runs to Dick.

Dorrance jumps on to find Catalina’s foot in his FACE.  He 
falls backwards into the water.

The boat juts away from the dock and Catalina jumps to land.

Hector drives away into the night.

Miko speaks to Dick who gets up in a struggle.

MIKO
I know.  You told me to stay away.

DICK

Thank you.

Catalina approaches them.  Police cars approach.  Red and 
blue lights get brighter.

MIKO
Let’s go.
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Dick nods.  Miko jumps on his back.  Dick fires his Grapnel 
gun to a warehouse rooftop, grabs a nearby bag of DRUGS, and 
they zip into the night.

Police circle Catalina and her host of dead bodies.

DISSOLVE TO:

FINGER & KANE’S - DAY

A NEWS ANCHOR delivers a report on a bar TV.

NEWS ANCHOR
Two police officers died after a 
drug trade gone wrong.  Eight 
others died on the scene.

AGUADO (O.S.)
Grayson.

NEWS ANCHOR
One officer, whose name has not 
been released at this time, did 
survive the attack.

AGUADO (O.S.)
Grayson.

NEWS ANCHOR
Blüdhaven PD did reveal that a 
batarang was found at the scene, 
and had it not been for Batman, the 
officer and the boy would have died 
too.

(beat)
With the rising rate of mob 
activity and violence in Blüdhaven, 
we can only hope Batman decides to 
stay a while.

AGUADO
Dick!

Dick snaps out of his trance on the TV.

Aguado waves his hands in front of Dick’s face.

AGUADO (CONT’D)
You got any bats in the belfry, 
Grayson?  Your shift’s over and 
somebody’s here to see you.
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Dick looks over and sees Catalina at one end of the bar.  She 
waves.  He smiles.

DICK
Oh.  Thanks.

DISSOLVE TO:

Dick and Catalina sit in a booth drinking coffee.

DICK (CONT’D)
That’s insane.

(beat)
I can’t believe cops were involved.

CATALINA
Redhorn’s keeping it under wraps.  
He’s afraid if it gets out to the 
public, Blüdhaven PD’s reputation 
will be tarnished even more.

DICK
But the cops weren’t the ones who 
took you.

CATALINA
No.  Somebody else.  I never got a 
chance to see their faces. It had 
to have been somebody big with so 
much money involved.  But it was 
too dark.  I couldn’t see a thing.

(beat)
It’s a good thing he showed up.  I 
guess even Batman’s worried about 
Blüdhaven.

DICK
Batman, huh.

CATALINA
Well, the ears and the cape were 
missing.  But the batarang they 
found, and the sheer guts... isn’t 
he something?

DICK
(sarcastically)

Oh, he’s somethin’!
(beat)

What about that guy that broke into 
your place?  They ever find him?
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CATALINA
Don’t get me started.  I took a 
blood sample.

Dick’s heart rate rises.

DICK
And?

CATALINA
And my analyst sent it over to 
Gotham to have it put on a fast 
track.  They have some of the high 
end Wayne tech stuff there.

(beat)
And it just disappeared.

DICK
You’re kidding.

CATALINA
I’m not.  The stupid, world 
reknowned Gotham Forensics Unit, 
with stupid world reknowned Wayne 
Tech machines, lost my blood 
sample.

Sigh of relief.

CATALINA (CONT’D)
I guess that’s what I get for doing 
it under the table.

(beat)
But still.  Let’s get off the 
subject.  I’ve got a great bowling 
place to take you.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. DICK’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Dick sits at a table covered in newspaper.  He wears a 
protective face mask and spray paints a rubber bodysuit.

DICK (V.O.)
I thought I could run from my past 
in Blüdhaven.

(beat)
But somebody, a kid, taught me you 
can’t run from your past. You can 
only use it to make a better 
future.
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Dick looks over at his newly shaped WINGDINGS, shurikens 
similar to batarangs but without the bat-defining ridges.

He slides in a sliding chair over to another table topped 
with a chemistry set and an open bag of the DRUGS from the 
night of the trade.  Chemistry books lay open highlighted.

DICK (V.O.)
With shrewd businessmen, dirty 
cops, and a new steroid so toxic 
it’s flammable, the people of 
Blüdhaven need a better future.

Dick uses an eyedropper to drop something onto a small blob 
of the drug.  A tiny EXPLOSION.

DICK
And I’m gonna give it to ‘em.

EXT. ROOFTOPS - NIGHT

A SILHOUETTED Dick runs along the rooftops, LEAPING between 
them.

DICK (V.O.)
My decision isn’t about rage.  It’s 
not about vengeance.  It’s about 
doing right.

(beat)
I thought Blüdhaven would ground 
me.  But according to the 
textbooks, robins have to leave the 
nest before they can learn to fly.

EXT. ALLEY - NIGHT

Snake the biker pushes a YOUNG WOMAN to a wall and lifts a 
knife to her neck.

SNAKE
You look awfully sweet there, baby.

DICK (O.S.)
Hey!

Snake looks up.

A FIGURE jumps from a ROOFTOP above.  He SWINGS and LEAPS 
like an ACROBAT from laundry lines between buildings.  He 
lands on the ground by Snake.
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SNAKE
Who are you supposed to be?

Dick walks into the light. 

He wears a capeless bodysuit that resembles Batman’s, but in 
place of the bat is a large BLUE BIRD similar to the one on 
his father’s stained Flying Graysons shirt.

A black DOMINO MASK sticks to Dick’s face.

DICK
I’m Nightwing.

Dick throws a PUNCH.

INT. DARK ROOM - NIGHT

Daggett walks into a dark room.  He stands across from a 
MYSTERY MAN who sits a large armchair.

DAGGETT
The cops have the drugs.

The Mystery Man speaks with a gravelly voice.

MYSTERY MAN
Was it the Bat?

DAGGETT
That’s what everyone’s saying.  But 
I don’t think so.  This guy was 
messy.

MYSTERY MAN
The Bat isn’t messy.

(beat)
That means there’s a new player in 
town.

DAGGETT
Well, what do we do?

MYSTERY MAN
We find him.  We use him.

The Mystery Man’s hand comes into the light.  He holds a coin 
that shows HEADS.

MYSTERY MAN (CONT’D)
Or we kill him.

He turns it to a scratched up TAILS side of the coin.
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DAGGETT
Which one?

The Mystery Man flips the coin.

CUT TO BLACK.

END ACT FOUR
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